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women had departed from their proper sphere of
duty when they assumed the management of public
affairs!

When nominated by the Whigs in 1838, Gush-
ing was not inclined.to pledge himself again to his
anti-slavery constituents. He thought he was
strong enough in his district to get along without
making again the disagreeable pledges by which,
he had been bound in former years. Besides,
Whittier had gone to Philadelphia, where he was
editing the " Freeman," and Gushing thought he
had a fair field for an unpledged election. But
his hopes were dashed by the appearance of his
Quaker friend on the scene at the last moment.
Whether Whittier came home on purpose to man-
age this election does not appear; but he was
present at the Liberty party convention in Salem
to which Gushing sent an ingeniously worded but
non-committal letter, referring to his past record in
the matter of the right of petition and the domestic
slave trade in the District of Columbia. A ques-
tion had been asked him in regard to the Territo-
ries ; and he replied that he objected to interfering
with the institution in Florida, while a Territory.
He called attention to the fact that in a previous
session he voted against a resolution declaring that
Congress ought not to interfere with slavery in the
District. He had also voted against the admission
of Arkansas as a slave State. He would do the
same in the case of Florida, when it should call
for statehood. He was in favor of restricting the
domestic slave trade, which he said had not even
the poor excuse of the foreign slave trade, that it